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From March 2020, in the midst of the COVID-19 lockdown,

many lost their jobs and moved from being gainfully

employed professionals to being unready job seekers

living with uncertainty. According to the UN's International

Labour Organization, 225 million jobs were lost worldwide

in 2020 alone, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Long-term unemployment (when a person is jobless for

more than 12 months) can have serious negative

consequences for the individual, society, and its economic

system. Individuals who face a prolonged period of

unemployment are more likely to lose some of their job

skills and may find it harder to find employment as more

and more time passes.

The Problem #1
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Ninety percent of entrepreneurs building startups will fail.

This simply means that one out of every ten entrepreneurs

will succeed in building a profitable business. This is the

truth of what most entrepreneurs are expected to face

today. Entrepreneurs are challenged by countless

obstacles with a tremendous amount of pressure to

survive in today's heavily competitive market. 

While entrepreneurs are very optimistic concerning the

ideas or solutions they bring into the market, most of them

are not successful with the direction that they have

decided to move towards. A number of people desire to

become an entrepreneur, but only some are successful in

becoming one.

The Problem #2
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Savvy
Fellowship
Program

Savvy is training the next generation of impact-driven entrepreneurs,

as a way to reduce global unemployment, which has been broadened

by the COVID-19 pandemic. We are interested in helping recently

unemployed individuals (as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic), who

are open to starting an impactful business in order to become

gainfully employed again.

For 12 to 22 weeks, selected participants learn how to build and scale

an impact-driven venture. Through interactive learning, Savvy helps

them answer all the relevant questions on how to build scalable

business models.

Introduction
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The Savvy program is designed to provide its participants with the

necessary knowledge, skills, tools, and resources to build

successful businesses and a strong community and support

network from other participants and the entire Savvy mentorship

team.

When participants experience a challenge in their business, they

can share them with other participants and with their paired

mentor, knowing fully well that not only will they get quality advice,

but that the Savvy platform is a safe space, where everything they

share is strictly confidential and won't be used against them or to

judge them.

I love sharing with others what I’ve learned

from my experience as an entrepreneur,

and Savvy is just an extension of that

personal journey of sharing for me.

Message from
our Leader
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QUALITY

EDUCATION

Our mission is to train at

least 10,000 brilliant and

passionate individuals,

from 195 countries, by

2023, to build successful

impact-driven businesses,

by equipping them with

the relevant knowledge

and skills.

NO POVERTY

With the knowledge and

skills acquired from the

Savvy program and our

support community, these

entrepreneurs are expected

to build innovative and

profitable businesses that

will create wealth for them,

thus eradicating poverty.

DECENT WORK
& ECONOMIC GROWTH

They will not only create

wealth for themselves but

will also provide employment

to others within their

communities and regions,

thus improving the overall

economy of their nations.

There are 17 SDGs and 169 targets in total. While

they are all important and interrelated, we are

particularly interested in SDG 1, 4, and 8, as they

align with our vision, strategy and goals.

The Savvy Program



SAVVY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM FOR ASPIRING AND EARLY-STAGE ENTREPRENEURS

Savvy is a 100% virtual learning, assessment, and mentorship program, where selected participants from

anywhere in the world, can assess their Savvy account with an email address and password, to start or continue

their entrepreneurial learning journey, from any computer or mobile device that is connected to the Internet.

 

1 2

4 5

3E-LEARNING

12 business development and

operations modules.

ASSESSMENT

Interactive weekly quizzes to

test your understanding.

EXPERT MENTORSHIP

Participants are paired with an

expert entrepreneur.

POST-FELLOWSHIP

10 business communications

modules.

PEER MENTORSHIP

Participants share their

challenges with one another.
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Everything 

takes 
place
online!

Savvy
Fellowship
Program

savvyfellows.com



Measuring
Our Progress

Since launching the Savvy program on Aug. 4, 2020, we have

received 51,846 applications from interested individuals

around the world. From this large pool of applicants, we have

selected 4,214 participants from 137 countries.
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Selected
Fellows

4.2k52k
Applications
Received

Acceptance
Rate

8.1% 137
Countries

Participating

152
Selected
Mentors



Measuring
Our Progress

21.74%

KEY  INDICATOR DATA  / OUTCOME

Participants that

successfully completed

the program

Feasible business ideas

brainstormed by

participants

Viable businesses

successfully started by

participants
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Since launching the Savvy program on Aug. 4, 2020, we have

received 51,846 applications from interested individuals

around the world. From this large pool of applicants, we have

selected 4,214 participants from 137 countries.

2,787

1,633

951

% INCREASE  IN  6  MONTHS

27.78%

38.28%



Grant from The
Roddenberry
Foundation

$15k

How We Remain
Sustainable
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Pre-seed capital
from founders'

savings

$3k
Donations received
through the Savvy

website

$400

100 percent of our mentors are volunteers who believe

entrepreneurs are the catalyst for growth and the creators of

wealth, so together, we're building the platform to shape the

new generation of impact-driven entrepreneurs.



Next Goals: $15k

IMPROVE THE
PLATFORM

INTERNET

ALLOWANCE

THE $3,000
SAVVY PRIZE

We are working to move

our e-learning platform

from a shared hosting to

a high-powered

dedicated server hosting

to improve its stability

and up-time.

We are working to

provide $30 each to 50

participants from low-

income communities, as

an Internet allowance to

participate in the Savvy

program.

We are working to

provide equity-free

funding of $3,000 to a

Savvy participant with

the most innovative

business idea and

execution strategy.

GET 1K+
MENTORS

We are working to

reduce the ratio of

participants to mentors

to 1:3 by getting 1,000+

experienced

entrepreneurs to join the

Savvy mentorship team.
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Budget: $1k Budget: $9.5k Budget: $1.5k Budget: $3k



Many businesses have failed and had to shut

down due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Some

popular examples are Hoop, CrowdScores,

and Cuckooz. 

Savvy equips passionate and brilliant

individuals with the necessary knowledge,

skills, tools, resources, and support community

that they need to build and scale impactful

businesses during a pandemic and in a post-

COVID world.

Conclusion

Out of 52k applications, we've selected

4.2k participants from 137 countries.
APPLICATIONS

COMPLETION RATE

EXTERNAL FUNDING

2,787 out of 4,214 selected participants

have successfully completed the program.

We've raised $15k in equity-free funding

from The Roddenberry Foundation.



Savvy
Fellowship
Program

Turyamureeba is a social entrepreneur with a demonstrated history of

working in the agricultural management industry. He co-founded

Hydroponic Farms to empower urban communities to grow their own

food and increase agricultural yields throughout all seasons. 

In doing so, he aims to enable the sustainable thriving of his own

social enterprise and the community he serves. 

hydroponicsuganda.com

Featured Fellow
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Turyamureeba Amon - Uganda

https://hydroponicsuganda.com/


Savvy
Fellowship
Program

Ayishetu Tijani is a teacher and a social entrepreneur. Through

Kaylacares Reusable Cloth Pads, she is creating awareness of

menstruation, menstrual hygiene management, and the introduction

of eco-friendly sanitary pads. 

Ayishetu believes her pads make girls and women feel comfortable

and regain their self-esteem. She also believes her pads would

improve menstrual hygiene.

Featured Fellow
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Ayishetu Tijani - Ghana



Savvy
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Arthur is the Founder and Executive Director of Artgeo Foundation,

Inc., a non-profit organization working to serve humanity. Through his

foundation, Arthur is supporting youth recreation centers, mini-health

clinics, homes for the elderly, and persons with disabilities, including

schools. 

He has constructed 6 hand water pumps in three communities within

the county.

Featured Fellow
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Arthur M. Kortor, Sr. - Liberia



Savvy
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Mai Kam Nahi is a non-profit organization created by Ruwail Ali and

seven others to solve mental health-related issues in Pakistan (and the

world), such as depression, lack of self-worth, hopelessness, as well as

the anguish laden circumstances that they perpetuate.

When describing Mai Kam Nahi, he says, “We are here to help you

deal with all the negative thoughts and emotions that affect your

motivation to strive for the best in life.”

Featured Fellow

17SAVVY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Ruwail Ali - Pakistan

https://maikamnahi.webnode.com/


Savvy
Fellowship
Program

Ruhan Mishra is a student and aspiring entrepreneur. While in high

school, he founded a bootstrapped startup as an experiment, which

eventually turned into a full-time profession. 

He founded Preappear to help individuals become gainfully employed

by providing them with quality mock interview sessions as a way to

prepare them for real-life job interviews. Preappear targets job seekers

under the age of 35.

Featured Fellow
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Ruhan Mishra - India

https://mishraruhan77.wixsite.com/preappear


Savvy
Fellowship
Program

Emmanuel Akandwanaho is the Co-Founder/CEO of MiahUg, an

online marketplace for student accommodation. 

When explaining why he started MiahUg, he says, “Freshers and

International students find it challenging to secure suitable places of

residence within a reasonable time frame. Even continuing students

experience difficulties finding available rooms within a given hostel.”

www.miahug.com

Featured Fellow
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Emmanuel Akandwanaho - Uganda



savvyfellows.com/testimonials
Savvy
Fellowship
Program

David Ayalogu said...

The Savvy Fellowship Program is quite interesting, challenging,and revealing and I sure will recommend it to many entrepreneursthat seek to make the best out of their entrepreneurial journey.



We thank you for your continued support in

our efforts to reduce global unemployment.

Savvy
Fellowship
Program

/savvyfellows


