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From March 2020, in the midst of the COVID-19 lockdown, many lost
their jobs and moved from being gainfully employed professionals to

being unready job seekers living with uncertainty. Long-term
unemployment (when a person is jobless for more than 12 months) can
have serious negative consequences for the individual, society, and its

economic system. Individuals who face a prolonged period of
unemployment are more likely to lose some of their job skills and may

find it harder to find employment as more and more time passes. Savvy is
reducing this global unemployment as a result of the pandemic, by

equipping these individuals with the necessary knowledge and skills that
they need to become successful self-employed individuals.



Training the next generation of impact-
driven entrepreneurs, to reduce global

unemployment.



To train at least 10,000
passionate individuals, from
195 countries, by 2023, to
build successful impact-driven
businesses—providing
employment to others,
creating wealth for themselves,
and improving the economy of
their nations.

Our
2023
Mission



The
Program
Content

E-LEARNING

Savvy kicks off with

a rigorous 12-weeks

e-learning

experience. Savvy

Fellows learn

everything from

ideation to scaling a

venture. 

MENTORSHIP

During the program,

Fellows receive

mentorship, which

is a great way to

gain a practical

understanding of

their chosen

industry.

ASSESSMENT

While learning,

Fellows test their

understanding by

taking weekly

quizzes. This helps

them identify and

work on their areas

of weakness.



Everything takes place online!

savvyfellows.com



Our
First 6
Months
Aug 4, 2020 — Feb 4, 2021

39,958 Applications received



8.25%
Acceptance Rate



The
Ideal
Savvy
Fellow

Zeal to
Create
Lasting
Change

Passion to
Learn and  
Humility
to Unlearn

Selfless
Enough to
Assist
Others



Before starting the fellowship, I
ran a nonprofit organization,
though I've always had the
thought to build a startup

product but didn't know how to.
Today, I have built the MVP of my
product ikarely.com, a health

tech startup that allows people to
get access to well-vetted licensed
health professionals to deliver
quality healthcare services to
them at their homes, by just a

request away.
 

Tolani Odukoya

I found Savvy to be a memorable
learning opportunity. It is well-
designed and delivered in a way
that is easy to understand for

aspiring and early-stage
entrepreneurs. The content is

helpful in developing an
understanding of the basic
concepts, and everyone can
benefit immensely from it

irrespective of their academic or
professional background. It is a
wholesome learning experience.

 
Mashal Riaz



The program opened a lot of
hidden knowledge about

entrepreneurship to me. I had to
get a beautiful brand new

notebook for it. It’s something
one needs to read and re-read
once in a while and I believe
anyone who followed the

program duly and with perfect
understanding will thrive in the

world of business and
entrepreneurship. Haven’t had
anything like this for free. It’s

value-packed.
 

Maryjane Ugwuanyi

If you want to be an
entrepreneur, then you need to
go through the Savvy program.
The curriculum is well-defined
and very informative. You can
work base on your availability

because the lessons are split into
weeks, and then you can get the
opportunity to evaluate yourself

by taking the assessment. I
definitely recommend it to

everyone who got an interest in
entrepreneurship.

 
Roda Bilal Ismael



1,121
Female
Fellows

3,298
Fellows
Selected

2,177
Male

Fellows

savvyfellows.com/fellows

32% of 10K target, achieved



122
Participating

Countries
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587
Businesses
Started by
Fellows

1,278 
Business
Ideas by
Fellows

2,181
Fellows

Completed
the Program



What Chidi and the team are
doing with the Savvy Fellowship
Program is heartwarming. For
someone like me, who is well-
versed in operations and some
dealings of the start-up world

and businesses in general (global
and national), I would say, the

classes were very much
informative and opened my eyes
more on how to apply certain
things. I learned a lot really.

 
Chisom Patrick

Getting into Savvy was exciting
for me. It was an avenue to learn
practical ideas that promote
business ideation and growth.
The learning materials (videos,
transcripts, and slides) were apt
and straight to the point. There
was continuity between the
content for each successive
week, making it easy to follow
through. The program approach
is genius. I’m glad to have been

part of it.
 

Mascot Obasi



The online learning platform is
very easy to navigate and to find
all resources. The lessons are
practical, and the follow-up
assessment tests helped me
understand and remember the
lessons. My Savvy mentor also

introduced me to growth hacking
and it’s one of the best things
that happened to my startup. All
my expectations were truly met.
Savvy is exceptional. Proud to be

a Savvy Fellow!
 

Akorfa Ama Akoto

Savvy is a great place to be if
you're starting your

entrepreneurial journey. The
lessons are clear and apt, and the

audio makes it even more
beautiful. However, it's not only
for aspiring entrepreneurs but

also for early-stage
entrepreneurs, because it is a
masterclass. Each lesson has an

assessment, which makes
learning practical and evaluated.

 
Ogagaoghene David Gbikeke



Introducing the Savvy
Mentorship Team



Our
Mentors
Come from
36 countries

They speak 60+ languages

They have an average of 6
years of entrepreneurial
experience

Our mentors have been trained or recognized by MIT, Harvard, UN, Acumen,
ITU, Forbes, Product School, Halcyon Incubator, World Economic Forum,
Ashoka, One Young World, Obama Foundation, Singularity University, etc.



46
Female
Mentors

132
Savvy

Mentors 

86
Male

Mentors

savvyfellows.com/team



How We Remain Sustainable

100% of our
Mentors Are
Volunteering

Donations
received through
the Savvy website

Pre-seed capital
from founders'

savings

Grants from
awarding

organizations

savvyfellows.com/donate



 
Plans for the Future

Get More
Mentors

At the moment, we have

3,200+ Fellows and 132

mentors. That's 1 mentor to

about 24 Fellows. We need

to reduce this ratio to 1:3.

Train 7,000
more Fellows

Our mission is to train

10,000+ Fellows by 2030.

At the moment, we have

trained 3,000+ Fellows. We

need to train 7,000 more.

Improve the
Savvy platform

Every day, we accept new

Fellows, so we need to

increase the storage and

bandwidth of our platform

to accommodate them.

Internet
allowance

For Fellows living in low-

income and disadvantaged

communities, and can't

afford to buy Internet data

bundles to participate.



 
Plans for the Future

Weekly
masterclasses

Online classes via Zoom,

given by renowned

entrepreneurs from diverse

regions, who volunteer to

teach our Fellows.

Mentorship via
Internship

High-performing Fellows

are given a little stipend to

commute and learn from

local entrepreneurs through

internships.

The Savvy
Prize

Equity-free funding of

$3,000 each, is given to 3

Fellows, with the most

innovative business ideas

and execution strategy.



Meet the
Founding
Team

CHIKA NWAOGU

Chika became a tech
entrepreneur at 16. Since
then, he has co-founded,

grown, and sold two
successful tech startup
companies to American

organizations.

CHIDI NWAOGU

Chidi is a multi-award-
winning entrepreneur and
CEO at Publiseer. He is an
Acumen Fellow, Alibaba

eFounders Fellow,
Westerwelle Fellow, and
Yunus&Youth Fellow.



Well done and thank you for the
opportunity to be a part of this.
The program is a good one and
very helpful. I like the fact that it
was split into weeks and not a
one-phased one. I also like the
fact a telegram community was
created also to meet, share, and
network. I learned a lot in the
course of the program. Thank

you very much.
 

Omowunmi Olawehinmi

It was so amazing. It talks about
real-life values and includes

various issues and how they need
to be addressed appropriately.
This program has turned out to

be so outstanding and brilliant. In
fact, I’d recommend it to others
to learn good applications of

various problems as
entrepreneurs. As a student, it
has given me quite a broader

view.
 

Billy Gareth



/savvyfellows
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